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and naval training and their system of public education
during the last forty years are the immediate causes, but
he believes that the primary cause of all their success is
that in Japan the family is the unit, whereas in the West
the individual is the unit If we inquire what is implied
in making the individual the standard, we must reply that
it means putting personal gain and personal convenience
foremost, and ignoring the convenience and interest of
others, or, even if others arc considered, it is in the last
analysis for selfish reasons. In short, in the West, gold
is life and self-interest is central In Japan, on the other
hand, the family system leads to mutual succour and mutual
co-operation on the part of all those who arc connected.
Parents help childicn and children parents. Elder brothers
help the younger and the younger help the elder. The
honour and glory of the house are the first concern of all
If there is want in one section, it is made up by another.
And these families gathered together into groups make a
village, and groups of villages make a corporate nation.
In the West when a man dies, his wife upon hearing of it
is likely to faint away, but in Japan a wife curbs the natural
emotions under the impulse to sec that the family does not
suffer. From the point of view of individualism, death on
the battlefield is the height of folly, but to one who holds
to the family principle the thought must come when faced
with danger or death, "How will this affect my parents?
If I am guilty of any disgraceful act, it \vill bring dishonour
upon my whole family and house. I must die." When
a soldier leaves for the front, he is escorted with flags by all
his fellow-townsmen, singing: " Crush like a jewel; scatter
like a flower," but if perchance he comes back alive because
of fear of death, there is nothing before him but to drag
out his life and die.

At the same time, Dr. Takakusu recognises the need
for the cultivation of more individuality among the Japanese
in order that they may build up a strong and great new
nationality. From some points of view, what may be